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IV. Vocation as the Setting for a Wider Liberality 

It is not right for [the Church] to acquiesce in the notion that a man’s life is divided into the time he spends 
on his work and the time he spends in serving God. He must be able to serve God in his work, and the work 

itself must be accepted and respected as the medium of divine creation … What use is all of that if in the 
very center of his life and occupation he is insulting God with bad carpentry?  No crooked table legs or ill-

fitting drawers ever, I dare swear, came out of the carpenter’s shop at Nazareth. Nor, if they did, could 
anyone believe that they were made by the same hand that made Heaven and earth. No piety in the worker 

will compensate for work that is not true to itself; for any work that is untrue to its own technique is a 
living lie. Dorothy Sayers “Why Work?” 

 

A. Neomonasticism  

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, 
holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Romans 12:1 

American Evangelicalism has spawned what may be referred to as “neomonasticism.”  Like its 
medieval counterpart, neomonasticism gives the impression that religious life is more God-
pleasing than other tasks and duties associated with life in the world. John Pless “Vocation: Fruit of 
the Liturgy”  

 

B. Love Knows No Program  

If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or 
a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I 
possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 1 
Corinthians 13:1-3 

Luther [was] very modest about giving directions for reform of the world. He offers no 
program… Love discovers for itself what is of the greatest benefit to a neighbor. It cannot busy 
itself with deeds prescribed by rules of propriety without ceasing to be love. It becomes a 
bondage under law, concern with one’s own holiness, which, uncertain of salvation, seeks to 
achieve certainty by requiring sacrifice for a neighbor. Gustaf Wingren “Luther on Vocation” 
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C. The Work Will Get Done 

So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. Matthew 10:31 

Here is real heroism, everyone agreed. Professional athletes and movie stars, accustomed to 
adulation, said with one voice that they are nothing—those cops, firefighters, and other workers 
at Ground Zero are the heroes. Interestingly when the heroes took a break long enough to be 
interviewed, they modestly put aside the praise. They said, “We are just doing our jobs.” That is 
the doctrine of vocation. Ordinary men and women expressing their love and service to their 
neighbor, “just doing our jobs.” Gene Edward Veith Jr. “God at Work”  

D. Losing Oneself in Craft 

So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to 
another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God. For 
when we were controlled by the sinful nature, the sinful passions aroused by the law were at 
work in our bodies, so that we bore fruit for death. But now, by dying to what once bound us, we 
have been released from the law so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit, and not in the old 
way of the written code. Romans 7:4-6 

Thus a Christian man who lives in this confidence toward God knows all things, can do all 
things, ventures everything that needs to be done, and does everything gladly and willingly, not 
that he may gather merits and good works, but because it is a pleasure for him to please God in 
doing these things. He simply serves God with no thought of reward, content that his service 
pleases God. Martin Luther “Treatise on Good Works” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


